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the rest have some advantage in virtue of possessing
them ? Somehow or other, a man must be the better
off for doing his work well and treating his neighbour
fairly. He ought surely to hold the positions in
which such qualities are most required, and to have,
if possible, the best chance of being a progenitor of
the rising generation. A social condition in which it
made no difference to a man, except so far as his own
conscience was concerned, whether he were or were
not honest, would imply a society favourable to people
without a conscience, because giving full play to the
forces which make for corruption and disintegration.
If you remove the rewards accessible to the virtuous
and peaceful, how are you to keep the penalties
which restrain the vicious and improvident ? A bare
repeal of the law, " If a man will not work, neither
shall he eat,1' would not of itself promote industry.
You would at most remove the compulsion which
arises from competition, to introduce the compulsion
which uses physical force. You would get rid of what
seems to some people the u natural" penalty of want
following waste, and be forced to introduce the "arti-
ficial" or legislative penalty of compulsory labour.
But, otherwise, you must construct your society so
that, by the spontaneous play of society, the purer
elements may rise to the surface, and the scum sink
to the bottom. So long as human nature varies